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The ongoing saga of the proposed redevelopment of a heritage building near Manuka Circle ("Manuka residents
knocked back in bid to stop development in Forrest ﬁre sta on precinct", canberra mes.com.au, February 13),
demonstrates the deﬁciencies of the ACT's planning regime.
This Byzan ne system needs urgent reform if community interests and heritage values are to be respected and
enforced.
At every point in this sorry episode, the system has been stacked against the residents who sought to raise their
concerns about this redevelopment.
Despite the best eﬀorts of the presiding member, ACAT's considera on of the case deteriorated into a lawyers' picnic –
so much for cheap and fair access to jus ce.
The heritage concerns expressed by the residents do not appear to have been given any serious considera on by
ACTPLA or the Heritage Council.
And, to cap it oﬀ, third party appeal rights in rela on to this and other heritage precincts and residen al areas were
abolished by an obscure 2008 regula on.
ACT poli cians must honour their elec on promises to completely overhaul the Planning and Development Act.
It is me we drained Canberra's planning swamp.
Gary Kent, Inner South Canberra Community Council, Griﬃth
Potency of the placebo
In regard to the homeopathy debate it might be useful to summarise exactly what homeopaths believe, and let your
readers decide if the methodology is sound.
The core belief is that "like cures like". Poison ivy gives rise to itching, redness, swelling and blisters, so if a pa ent
presents with these symptoms, then it is believed that a dose of poison ivy will cure the problem, because poison ivy
produces the same symptoms.
Obviously a large dose will make the symptoms worse, so the ac ve ingredient, poison ivy oil in this example, is diluted
repeatedly un l typically not a single molecule (literally) of the ac ve ingredient is present in the ﬁnal medicine.
It is believed that the greater the dilu on, the more potent the resultant medicine. At least the resultant "medicine" is
harmless, being pure water, though the pa ent can suﬀer serious harm on account of delaying professional medical
treatment.
People should be free to pay for homeopathy if they wish, though it should be a legal requirement, as recently enacted
in America, for homeopathic po ons and treatments to state they provide no scien ﬁcally established beneﬁt beyond
placebo eﬀect.
Colin Dedman, Kaleen
Gain from a li le exercise
Leon Arundell (Le ers, February 16) complains about the Park and Ride trial (CT, February 9) using the car park at the
Rock Garden, because users of the scheme would need to ride eight kilometres to work in Civic. Large numbers of
cyclists already ride much further than eight kilometres to ge owork, but obviously that is not toeveryone's taste.
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