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How does Canberra rank?
OECD: 2016 ACT regional well-being ratings (out 
of 10)
 Safety - 10
 Income – 10
 Civic engagement – 10
 Community – 9.8
 Life Satisfaction – 9.6
 Education – 9.5
 Health – 9.3
 Jobs – 9.3
 Environment – 9.1
 Access to services – 8.7
 Housing - 8.3
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How to become a more resilient city?
OECD: Resilient cities have the ability to absorb, recover and prepare for future 
shocks (economic, environmental, social & institutional). 

Four drivers of resilience:

Economy
 A diverse number of industries
 A dynamic economy to generate growth
 Conditions allow innovation to take place
 People have access to employment, education, services, skills training

Governance
 Clear leadership and management
 Strategic and integrated approaches are taken by leaders
 Public sector has the right skills
 Government is open and transparent
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How to become a more resilient city?
Society
 Society is inclusive and cohesive
 Citizens’ networks in communities are active
 Neighbourhood is safe
 Citizens enjoy healthy lives

Environment
 Ecosystem is sound and diverse
 Infrastructure can meet basic needs
 Adequate natural resources are available
 Coherent policy towards land use

http://www.oecd.org/cfe/regional-policy/resilient-cities.htm
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New Urban Agenda – Habitat 3

We envisage cities and human settlements that 
… are participatory, promote civic engagement, 
engender a sense of belonging and ownership 
among all their inhabitants, prioritise safe, 
inclusive, accessible, green and quality public 
spaces, friendly for families …...

(Excerpt, 13.b, Draft outcome document of the United Nations Conference on Housing 
and Sustainable Urban Development (Habitat III), 17 to 20 October 2016
http://habitat3.org/wp-content/uploads/Draft-Outcome-Document-of-Habitat-III-E.pdf)
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8 simple steps for more age friendly 
neighbourhoods
• Improve footpaths
• Connected pedestrian networks
• Slowing traffic in high-pedestrian areas
• Age-friendly street crossings
• Disabled access at public transport
• Places to rest
• Planting trees
• Improving safety

Source: https://theconversation.com/eight-simple-changes-to-our-
neighbourhoods-can-help-us-age-well-83962
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Change in profile of housing
• Canberra’s population was 406,000 in 2016. 
• Australia's fastest growing city.
• In 1992, building approvals were highest for houses -

2611(58%), then townhouses 1593, then apartments 291.
• By 2016, it had reversed. Approvals were lowest for houses 

1253(20%), then townhouses 1511, then apartments 3370. 
• Over 45 per cent of the city's apartments are privately rented, 

while just under a quarter are owner-occupied.
• Over a third of apartment dwellers are in their twenties, a 

quarter in their thirties.

• Source: http://www.abc.net.au/news/specials/curious-canberra/2017-10-16/whos-
going-to-live-in-all-o-canberras-new-apartments/9031264
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Should we expect more landscaping?
https://www.weekendnotes.com/kingston-foreshore/
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Thermal imaging 
of suburbs for 
heat island effect
Land Surface 
Temperature mapping 
for the Canberra 
Metropolitan area shows 
cool areas (blue) and 
hot areas (red). 

These differences in the 
levels of heat correlate 
to tree cover. The major 
civic centres deliver 
most urban heat effect, 
with their expanses of 
roads, pavements and 
roofs. 

ACT Climate Change 
Adaptation Strategy, p50
https://www.environment.act.gov.au/__dat
a/assets/pdf_file/0004/912478/ACT-
Climate-Change-Adaptation-Strategy.pdf
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Barcelona Makes Space for Urban Forest
https://www.citylab.com/amp/article/526998/ 

Double no. of trees in the city, increase park space by two 
thirds, give each citizen extra sq.m. metre of green area.
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New Acton 
https://www.broadsheet.com.au/melbourne/travel/article/culture-tour-canberra

13



Kingston Foreshore
https://www.broadsheet.com.au/melbourne/travel/article/culture-tour-canberra
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Green Cities: Good economic sense
• Larger trees in yards and as street trees can add from 3% 

to 15% to home values throughout neighborhoods.
• Homes adjacent to naturalistic parks and open spaces are 

valued at 8-20% higher than comparable properties.
• A study found 7% higher rental rates for commercial 

offices having high quality landscapes.
• Shoppers will spend 9% to 12% more for goods/services 

in central business districts with high quality tree canopy.
• Shoppers will travel a greater distance and a longer time 

to visit a district having high quality trees, and stay longer.

https://depts.washington.edu/hhwb/Thm_Economics.html
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ACT Climate Change Adaptation Strategy
Actions for the Settlements and Infrastructure Sector 

Actions by end 2017 
10. Climate impacts and planning 
• Introduce mandatory requirements to planning for new estates in Territory Plan and Sub-

division guidelines and design standards that reflect leading practice with regard to future 
climate change scenarios. 

11. City resilience 
• Increase built environment resilience and amenity by: 

a. reviewing design standards for public infrastructure to ensure climate change adaptation is considered 
b. introducing requirements to reduce heat absorption of building surfaces and pedestrian pavements. 

12. Climate-wise buildings 
• Develop ACT region specific climate wise guides for buildings and estate planning. 

Key actions by end 2018 
14. Tree lined pathways 
• Add to the Strategic Cycle Network Plan a program of shade tree planting for walking and 

cycling routes. 
15. Living infrastructure 
• Develop and implement a strategy to enhance living infrastructure in the Territory, including 

targets for urban tree canopy cover. 
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Core values for better public participation (IAP2)

• Those affected by a decision have a right to be involved in 
the decision-making process.

• The public's contribution will influence the decision.
• The needs and interests of all participants, including 

decision makers, are recognised and communicated.
• The involvement of those potentially affected by or 

interested in a decision is sought and facilitated.
• Participants have input in designing how they participate.
• Participants receive the information they need to 

participate in a meaningful way.
• Participants are advised how their input affected the 

decision.
https://www.iap2.org.au/About-Us/About-IAP2-Australasia-/Core-Values
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Combined Community Councils:
2016 ACT election policy priorities 
Combined Communities Councils advocates the following objectives: 
1. Ensure the long term sustainability of Canberra’s town centres
2. Ensure preservation of Canberra’s character as the national capital 
3. Ensure that development proposals are consistent with an ACT-wide planning 
framework developed through active community engagement 
4. Make it easier for Canberra residents to find out and understand the planning 
rules and criteria, including those relevant to their suburb 
5. Protect Canberra’s uniqueness as a city in the landscape (bush capital), while 
providing for greater urban density 
6. Protect the amenity and environment of ACT residents, in particular the public 
domain and access to community facilities and services. 
7. Secure a transport strategy for Canberra and region that is better integrated with 
land use planning 
8. Ensure continued government support for community councils 
9. Ensure ongoing Government commitment to substantive community engagement 
on planning 
10. Ensure all existing residences’ rights to solar access are protected and not 
compromised by new developments. (https://cccact.org)
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ISCCC Strategic Agenda – priorities
1. Better planning and development:

- Inner South has high quality built and living environment providing excellent amenity.
- Improved alignment of national capital and territory planning.
- Master plan for Canberra Avenue and Manuka Precinct developed through genuine consultation.

2. Better communication
Better communication and engagement with inner south residents and local community groups 

3. More liveable and sustainable city
• Affordable housing
• Socially inclusive and sustainable urban development, 
• Safe and accessible green and public spaces
• Resource efficiency, mitigation and adaptation to climate change and resilience to disasters
• Urban forest in Inner South maintained to support biodiversity/minimize heat island effect.
• Clear and consistent approach to placement of public housing and associated services.

4. Better transport and infrastructure
- Better integration of transport and land use planning

5. Protection of natural and cultural heritage
Strengthened legislative and regulatory arrangements, and clear strategy for protection of Canberra’s 
heritage.
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Snapshot of Tony Powell’s proposals
• Advocate for an independent statutory authority for 

planning with about 100 professional staff. 
• Only when that is in place, review the Territory Plan
• Target and advocate to local politicians
• Beware of Access Canberra, which has taken away 

responsibilities from the planning authority.
• Amalgamate community associations and have a 

Canberra-wide approach.
• Connect with younger people, with ACT Property 

Council/developers, NCA, media.
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What next for a better Canberra?

What are your views?
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