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PHOTO: An artist's impression of the redevelopment of Manuka Oval proposed by the GWS Giants and Grocon. (Supplied: GWS Giants)

New restrictions put forward by the National Capital Authority (NCA) could block any future attempt to build a major development
at Manuka Oval, of the kind the GWS Giants proposed last year.

The $800 million proposal to build 1,000 apartments, a hotel and hundreds of underground carparks on the historic site was scrapped by
the ACT Government, following a community outcry over a lack of consultation.

But at the time, the club said it was eager to remain involved in developments at Manuka Oval.

Now, new rules put forward by the NCA for Canberra Avenue, including Manuka Oval, would restrict building heights, set noise limits, and
create new standards for the "architectural quality" of buildings along the corridor.

Chief planner Andrew Smith said Canberra Avenue was one of Walter Burley Griffin's main avenues for the city and an important approach
to Parliament House.

Gary Kent, chair of the Inner South Canberra Community Council, said the group was thrilled by the plan.

"We're really pleased that the NCA is looking at this, it's long overdue," he said.

"There's lots of things happening there that we don't think are consistent with the national purposes of Canberra Avenue.

Mr Kent said the council was determined to make sure that the development control plan imposed rigorous restrictions on what could be
done at Manuka Oval, in terms of building heights overlooking Canberra Avenue.

"We will not accept plans of the scale originally proposed," he said.

He said he expected the idea would have that community's support.
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PHOTO: The redevelopment of Manuka Oval was touted as a source of new jobs for the ACT. (Supplied: GWS Giants)

In 2016, GWS Giants chairman Tony Shepherd said the project would create more than 200 jobs over the duration of the build.

But today Mr Kent said jobs were not as important as maintaining the heritage values of the site.

After the Giants' plans were dismissed last year, the ACT Government announced it would establish a community panel to discuss a master
plan for the area.

The Government is waiting for the outcome of this new control plan from the NCA, before taking further action.

The NCA has authority over Canberra's main avenues and any proposed developments along them must first adhere to a development
control plan.

But where the NCA has previously approved these site by site, it's now proposing an overarching plan — one that takes precedence to the
Territory Plan.

The Giants declined to comment.
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