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Acknowledgement of Country 
The Inner South Canberra Community Council acknowledges the Aboriginal  
and Torres Strait Islander peoples of this nation. We acknowledge and pay our 
respects to Elders, past, present and future of the Ngunnawal people as the 
traditional custodians of the lands on which our District is situated and where  
we live. We recognise the significant contribution of the Ngunnawal people  
and neighbouring Nations — the Ngambri, Ngarigo, Wolgalu, Gundungurra,  
Yuin and Wiradjuri to the Canberra region. For thousands of years these Nations  
have maintained a tangible and intangible cultural, social, environmental,  
spiritual and economic connection to these lands and inland waters.
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Executive summary
The Inner South Canberra Community Council (ISCCC) is recognised by the Australian 
Capital Territory (ACT) Government as the peak community body representing and 
promoting the interests of residents living in this District. Our objective is to preserve 
and improve the social, cultural, economic and environmental wellbeing of the Inner 
South Canberra community.

The Inner South is a unique part of Canberra with its diverse mix of old and new. 
Central to the District is the Parliamentary area and important national institutions. 
There are the major employment suburbs of Barton, Deakin and Fyshwick, along  
with diplomatic missions, iconic shopping centres and both high- and low-density 
residential areas with established parks and streetscapes.

The ISCCC has produced this District Planning Strategy, based on results from the  
ACT Government’s 2021 community engagement process and our own surveys of 
555 respondents in 2019–20. We trust it will be incorporated in the ACT Government’s 
final document on District plans and contribute to the ACT Planning Review.

We present a plan that will enable our District to accommodate an additional 
12,000 people by 2040. We contend this requisite urban infill to be achievable  
without losing the desired character of the low-density residential areas.

Proposed actions align with the strategic directions of each theme of the  
ACT Planning Strategy 2018. A heritage theme is included in order to recognise  
and protect natural and built heritage associated with European and First Nation 
peoples and their use of the land.

This strategy will contribute to the social, environmental and economic aspirations,  
of not just residents in the Inner South, but throughout the city and nationally to 
make Canberra the sustainable and resilient city we are privileged to inhabit.

Gary Kent 
Chair ISCCC

Photo Grahamec.
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Existing character of the district 
The Inner South Canberra District extends from Deakin and Yarralumla in the west  
to Oaks Estate in the east. It contains high- and low-density residential dwellings, 
two group centres, the large industrial, commercial and retail suburb of Fyshwick, 
industrial areas of Symonston and Beard, and the West Deakin business centre.  
It also contains Parliament House, government and private sector offices and national 
institutions in Barton and Parkes, Government House, the Prime Minister’s Lodge  
and diplomatic missions. The District has significant sites documented by the then 
National Capital Development Commission (NCDC) and registered in 1988 with  
many of the sites included in the ACT Heritage Register.

Some significant features are:
•	 Greater percentage of high-density dwellings than any other district in the  

ACT (45 per cent in 2017) and this rate has increased since that time. Of total 
dwellings, both Barton and Kingston contained nearly 90 per cent flats/
apartments and Griffith around 50 per cent. The existing population of  
the District is about 32,000. 

•	 Least and most inappropriate play spaces of any District in the ACT and they fall 
short of meeting community needs and expectations. Playground infrastructure 
caters mainly for young children and there is a lack of high-value play spaces 
suitable for older children. 

•	 Fyshwick and Barton are respectively the third and fifth largest employment 
centres in the ACT (about 26,000 jobs in total) with the former contributing 
around $2.3 billion annually to the ACT economy.

•	 Government, Catholic and private educational facilities supporting educational 
diversity, including bi-lingual schools, pre-school and early childhood centres 
through to Narrabundah College, grammar schools and TAFE at Fyshwick in 
addition to a Sturt University campus at Barton.

•	 Some of the oldest residential areas in Canberra including heritage precincts  
in Barton, Kingston, Griffith and Forrest; the earliest large permanent building 
(Kingston Powerhouse); the earliest shopping centres (Kingston and Manuka); 
and the first swimming pool (Manuka).

The lawns Manuka. Photo ISCCC 
Photo opposite Archives ACT
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•	 Sixty-three places on the ACT Heritage Register (including six historic residential 
precincts), with a further 24 nominated and 14 in the National Capital Plan area.

•	 Elements of Walter Burley Griffin’s street layouts (Telopea Park and the main 
avenues and approach routes) and early ‘garden suburb’ picturesque residential 
areas in Deakin, Forrest, Griffith and Red Hill; with heritage tree plantings by 
Charles Weston.

•	 The Inner South is bordered to the north by Lake Burley Griffin and the 
Jerrabomberra Wetlands, a nature reserve included in nationally important 
groups of small wetlands. The reserve is a significant ecological resource.  
To the south east is the Symonston (Eastern Broadacre) area.

•	 New multi-housing development proposals include Forestry Place in Yarralumla, 
the old Canberra Brickworks also in Yarralumla, the site that is the Kingston Arts 
Precinct, and the eastern Kingston Foreshore area (subject to removal of the 
existing switching station). 

•	 The Dairy Road Fyshwick complex is gradually being redeveloped as a mixed-use 
commercial precinct to include high-density dwellings.

•	 Previous public housing precincts, currently under predominantly private high-
density redevelopment, include the former Stuart Flats in Griffith, Gowrie Court  
in Narrabundah and flats in Red Hill.

•	 Oaks Estate has significant historical value that needs to be protected and 
preserved. This suburb contains a substantial amount of public housing, much  
of which needs renewal. It is not included in the ACT public transport network. 
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Planning framework
National Capital Plan 
The hatched areas shown above are designated areas under the National Capital Plan 
(NCP). These are areas having the “special characteristics of the National Capital”. 

They include Lake Burley Griffin and the Jerrabomberra Wetlands. The Parliamentary 
Zone around Capital Hill dominates the District and other significant areas include the  
Lake Burley Griffin foreshore, Red Hill, Collins Park and the main avenues. The National 
Capital Authority is responsible for planning policy and ‘works approval’ in those areas. 

There are also areas subject to special requirements under the NCP including Kingston 
Foreshore, Manuka Oval, Telopea Park and land adjacent to the main avenues.

Territory Plan existing  
zoning map.
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NEW ACT PLANNING SYSTEM — DISTRICT STRATEGIES
District level planning was introduced (as a concept) in the ACT Planning Strategy 
2018, to:
•	 bridge the gap between ACT-wide and local area planning,
•	 build upon and expand master plans to deliver the ACT Planning Strategy,
•	 establish policy and implementation actions at a district scale,
•	 provide opportunity to recognise distinctive characters of districts.

District strategies need to reference the relevant strategic directions of the ACT 
Planning Strategy. The strategic directions are implemented by planning actions 
appropriate to the locality, under each of the five themes identified in the ACT 
Planning Strategy.

Inclusion of a district code will also be required under the Territory Plan. 

Note: With the need to protect and maximise the benefits of Inner South heritage 
assets, a sixth theme has been added under the title of Theme 6: Heritage.

Maps (Zoning)

District Codes

Zone Codes

General Codes

Planning Strategy

District Strategies

Statement of  
Planning priorities

New Planning Act

Strategic and spatial Planning Territory Plan

THEME 1:  

Compact  

and efficient 

city

THEME 2:  

Diverse 

Canberra

THEME 3:  

Sustainable 

and resilient 

territory

THEME 4:  

Liveable 

Canberra

THEME 5:  

Accessible 

Canberra

THEME 6:  

Heritage
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Our vision of urban growth  
for the Inner South
The most desired features to be maintained in the Inner South Canberra residential 
zones are the streetscapes comprising street trees, wide verges and gardens, and the 
green open spaces for recreation. (See the Appendix for the results of the ISCCC’s 
survey of 555 residents in 2019–20.) In addition to tree canopy and green space, 
high-quality building design and construction is required to mitigate the impacts  
of our warming climate.

Our vision supports the targets of 30 per cent tree canopy cover (or equivalent)  
and 30 per cent permeable surfaces for urban areas by 2045 in all residential zones 
(RZ1 to RZ5).

Play space planning, delivery and upgrades are critical to support urban growth. 
Children in our District living in high-density dwellings have limited or no access  
to backyards. We need an equitable distribution of diverse and inclusive spaces  
with high play value and amenity, consistent with the goals of the ACT Play Space 
Strategy (currently in preparation).

The Inner South Canberra District can be developed to accommodate the expected 
increase in population without having to resort to more losses of the low-density 
residential character and green space in the existing suburban RZ1 areas.

The current population of the Inner South Canberra District is approximately 
32,000 and predicted to increase to about 35,000 in 2041, according to the ACT 
Government’s Population Projections 2018–2058 at https://apps.treasury.act.gov.
au/__data/assets/. 

Photo ISCCC

https://apps.treasury.act.gov.au/__data/assets/
https://apps.treasury.act.gov.au/__data/assets/
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We know that at present there are approximately 2000 dwellings in the pipeline  
and most of these are in the high-density category. In the next five to 10 years there  
is already a targeted urban renewal program under way to include significant sites 
such as the Canberra Brickworks, Kingston Arts Precinct, the remainder of Kingston 
Foreshore, East Lake (4000–5000 dwellings) and the Dairy Road development 
proposed by the Molonglo Group (1300 dwellings).

This form of urban intensification has proved very successful elsewhere (e.g. Brisbane 
and Newcastle) and is similar to the Demonstration Precinct concept proposed to  
the ACT Assembly in 2017. It anticipated a world-leading sustainable Demonstration 
Housing Precinct that would include at least 600 dwellings. The envisaged East  
Lake suburb would be a perfect choice for this concept, with the ACT Government  
to proceed with updated community engagement informing planning and 
development to achieve a sustainable outcome.

Without recourse to ad hoc piece-meal infills in RZ1, these targeted urban renewal 
projects would enable at least another 12,000 people to live in the Inner South 
District.

Experiences so far with multiple dwellings on a single RZ1 block, with some notable 
exceptions, have been far from exemplary. Often, redevelopments have resulted in 
excessive building footprints, a loss of tree canopy and planting areas and an erosion 
of neighbourhood character throughout our suburban areas. It appears the Mr Fluffy 
intensification program has been the catalyst for further single dwelling blocks to be 
used for multiple dwellings. This random rezoning or densification of further blocks  
is not justified and is seriously eroding what our residents value.

When this ad hoc piece-meal approach to planning rules is enabled, then planning 
becomes developer driven; the integrity of the Territory Plan is degraded and 
community trust and confidence are lost in the planning system.

Example of the loss of green space areas from a Mr Fluffy re-development. Block 32 in 2016 left and April 2021 right. 
Images from ACTMapi. (See, what our residents value, in the Appendix.) 
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Growth map from ACT Planning Strategy 2018 (map 6). Note: a map showing different and increased areas of 
intensification was displayed at the Inner South Canberra workshop. It was removed from the Environment, Planning 
and Sustainable Development website because it had not been authorised. Copies can be obtained from ISCCC.
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THEME 1:  
Compact and efficient city
STRATEGIC DIRECTIONS (from ACT Planning Strategy 2018 )

1.1	S upport sustainable urban growth by working towards delivering up to 70 per cent 
of new housing within our existing urban footprint, and by concentrating 
development in areas located close to the city centre, town and group centres  
and along key transit corridors.

Proposed actions 
1.	 Implement a targeted urban renewal program to include sites such as the 

Canberra Brickworks, Kingston Arts Precinct, the remainder of Kingston Foreshore, 
East Lake (4000–5000 dwellings) and Dairy Road (~1300 dwellings), to cater for a 
growth in population of 12,000 people. 

2.	 Multi-unit redevelopments not to be permitted in RZ1 zones.
3.	 Review RZ2/3 zones ACT-wide, particularly the rules, to obtain better outcomes 

near local business centres.
4.	 The future East Lake urban renewal area to respect its proximity to Jerrabomberra 

Wetlands and to be developed for mixed private and social housing and a range 
of community facilities to service the broader area.

5.	 CZ3-Services zone previously IZ1-General industry at 1 Dairy Road, Fyshwick,  
allows for apartments and townhouses integrated with commercial uses  
and services. Continue expansion of residential use to be incorporated  
within future commercial rezoned areas of Fyshwick.

Photo Nick-D
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1.2	I nvestigate the potential for new residential areas to the west of the city  
to meet future housing need.

The ISCCC notes that the ACT Government has very significant landholdings  
to provide for future urban development. In addition to existing landholdings, 
between 2014 and 2017 it spent $43.086 million buying nine blocks of land,  
which encompass 3378 hectares of land spread across Canberra’s western edge.1

1.3	U se infrastructure efficiently to support our growing community.

Proposed actions 
1.	 Primary and secondary school capacity in the area will need augmentation.
2.	 Much of the utilities infrastructure including kerb and guttering to be upgraded 

or replaced. Accessible pedestrian and wheelchair ramps required for heritage 
precincts in Kingston.

3.	 Shared paths and footpaths need repairing and widening to cater for a higher 
level of mixed mode active travel and additional kerb crossings may be required 
in the vicinity of schools.

1.4	C ontinue to work with the NSW Government and Councils to implement  
joint initiatives to understand and manage growth in the Region.

Proposed actions 
1.	 Upgrade rail passenger services to and from New South Wales (NSW) and 

upgrade (or relocate) the Kingston railway station to a district transport hub, 
including park and ride. Examine the potential to use the existing ACT/NSW rail 
corridor to meet public transport and local commuter needs and respect the 
needs of the Historical Rail Society.

2.	 Improve the connectivity between Canberra railway station and the ACT 
transport network.

3.	 As a joint initiative, track the transport of waste in and out of the ACT including 
construction waste from the Sydney metropolitan area, to ensure that ACT 
Government legislation prevents growth of the polluting waste industry in  
our local industrial areas, especially Fyshwick.

4.	 Intermodal freight hub with joint upgrade of the railway to Hume industrial area 
only following rigorous assessment to include community consultation from 
both NSW and the ACT.

1.5	 Protect the ACT and NSW border interface. 
[Not relevant to Inner South Canberra District Planning Strategy.]

1	 https://www.canberratimes.com.au/story/6445213/why-nine-rural-land-deals-continue-to-haunt-the-
act-government/ 
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THEME 2:  
Diverse Canberra
STRATEGIC DIRECTIONS (from ACT Planning Strategy 2018 )

2.1	R espect Canberra’s culturally rich and diverse community to foster inclusion  
and participation in our community.

Proposed actions 
1.	 Social housing to be integrated throughout all the suburbs with a focus  

on construction of individual dwellings, group homes or small townhouse 
developments to assist in meeting the special needs of those that are most 
disadvantaged in the community. 

2.	 A mix of social and private housing to be provided in the East Lake urban  
renewal area.

3.	 Kingston Arts Precinct to exhibit the highest standards of architecture, planning 
and landscaping and to be a culturally rich mixed development respecting 
important heritage assets. The Old Bus Depot Markets must remain a vibrant  
and viable operation both within the site during construction and thereafter. 
Development must focus on arts values with building to respect the Kingston 
Arts Precinct 2014 Master Plan. 

4.	 Dairy Road complex and appropriate areas of Fyshwick to provide opportunities 
for diverse mixed uses.

5.	 Investigate ways to engage younger people in community activities and identify 
their needs for facilities and services, etc.

6.	 Expand investment in social housing to cater not only for currently eligible 
disadvantaged groups but also young people currently excluded from the 
housing market.
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2.2	E nhance the diversity and resilience of our centres to meet the needs of  
the community, support economic viability and improved liveability.

Proposed actions
1.	 Local centres to be upgraded in accordance with master plans while maximising 

the value arising from the heritage character of the buildings, streetscapes and 
open spaces.

2.	 Development at Kingston and Manuka shopping centres must respect the 
heritage values of the areas.

3.	 Government to work with leaseholders, business and the community to 
regenerate all Inner South Canberra shopping precincts.

4.	 Investigate appropriate locations for serviced apartments to support tourism 
while preserving residential amenity. Short-term accommodation should be 
excluded from residential areas.

2.3	I mprove the character of our city centre to improve liveability and activity. 
[Not relevant to Inner South Canberra District Planning Strategy.]

2.4	R ecognise and protect existing industrial, commercial and service trade areas  
as important elements of a diverse economy.

Proposed actions
1.	 Support Fyshwick transitioning to a diverse mixed-use area. Phase out heavy 

industrial and polluting activities.
2.	 Fyshwick needs a master plan process to prevent ad hoc industrial proposals  

(such as waste processing or freight hubbing) unsuited to the area. Polluting 
industry should relocate and have legislated controls in line with urban 
intensification in cities worldwide. Fyshwick is a suburb with services and  
large retail and commercial activity that could not be accommodated in  
a town or group centre.
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2.5	 Plan to provide appropriate land to support a diverse range of uses including 
commercial and industrial land linked to supportive infrastructure, transport  
options and investment opportunities.

Proposed actions
1.	 Recognise Fyshwick as the third largest employment centre in the ACT and 

improve its transportation connections.
2.	 No development in the Eastern Broadacre area without rigorous environmental 

assessment; efficient freight transport routes to be away from residential areas. 
Development of the Eastern Broadacre area requires close collaboration with 
Queanbeyan-Palerang Regional Council.

2.6	 Protect and enhance infrastructure that supports the economic development  
of Canberra and the region.

Proposed actions
1.	 Newcastle Street, which is identified in the 2016 Freight Strategy to be the 

B-double route through Fyshwick is on heavy-vehicle overload. Particular 
attention is required to address congestion on the ‘on’ and ‘off’ ramps between 
the Monaro Highway and Newcastle Street, and at the intersection of Ipswich 
and Cessnock Streets with Newcastle Street. Adding a north-bound on-ramp  
and a south-bound off-ramp to the highway, where it crosses Canberra Avenue, 
would improve access and improve though traffic flows from Fyshwick streets. 

2.	 With development on Dairy Road set to expand, the introduction of a freight  
hub into the area would deliver a poor planning outcome for an area that 
contributes some $2.3 billion to the ACT economy. Fyshwick is a suburb of  
mixed demographic commercial, large retail and services industry and not 
suitable for waste trucks, nor is it suitable for freight hubs.

3.	 Examine the possibility of establishing a freight hub at a suitable place  
in the ACT.
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THEME 3:  
Sustainable and resilient territory
STRATEGIC DIRECTIONS (from ACT Planning Strategy 2018 )

3.1	T ransitioning to a net zero emissions city through the uptake of  
renewable energy, improved building design and transport initiatives.

Proposed actions
1.	 All new developments to be ‘solar passive’ including building orientation, which 

should be considered when planning new estates. 
2.	 Future suburb of East Lake should rely on solar energy generation and storage. 

There should be no gas connection.
3.	 Upgrade pathways throughout the District to cater for a high level of mixed 

mode active travel. 
4.	 Electric buses, including smaller models, to replace diesel bus fleet by 2030.
5.	 Future large developments such as the Yarralumla Brickworks Project and the 

development at 1 Dairy Road should be energy self-sufficient. Reducing reliance 
on fossil fuels with no gas infrastructure to be provided in such developments. 

3.2	R educe vulnerability to natural hazard events and adapt to climate change.

Proposed actions
1.	 Ensure adequate flood protection for existing and new developments, including 

by only developing land in areas above the 1 per cent annual exceedance 
probability (EAP) flood level. 

2.	 Apply to all future development applications for residential and commercial uses.
3.	 Ensure that the water sensitive urban design provision regarding rainwater tanks 

is properly applied and checked for compliance. 
4.	 Recommend that the ACT Government develops a water resilience strategy for 

the ACT to cater for population growth and climate change.
5.	 Install a standard new air-quality monitoring station in Fyshwick.
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3.3	I ntegrate living infrastructure and sustainable design to make Canberra  
a resilient city within the landscape.

Proposed actions
1.	 All new developments to achieve the 30 per cent tree cover and 30 per cent 

planting area, including on private land by 2045.
2.	 All public realm to be provided with continuous tree canopy corridors.
3.	 Ensure the heritage urban forest is retained, renewed when trees die,  

and celebrated.

3.4	 Plan for integrated water cycle management to support healthy waterways  
and a liveable city.

Proposed actions
1.	 All new development to comply with water sensitive urban design principles.
2.	 No heavy industrial activities adjacent to the Molonglo River Corridor and 

tributaries, e.g. Jerrabomberra Creek.
3.	 Tennant Street Fyshwick IZ1-General industry operation to be assessed and 

monitored for pollution into the adjacent wetland, creek and Molonglo River 
corridor.

3.5	 Protect biodiversity and enhance habitat connectivity to improve  
landscape resilience.

Proposed actions
1.	 Provide substantial tree and other plantings within and connecting to existing 

parks and wildlife corridors. 
2.	 Protect Jerrabomberra Wetlands Nature Reserve and provide appropriate visitor 

facilities that do not weaken the Reserve’s nature conservation values.

3.6	R educe waste, improve resource efficiency and decrease our  
ecological footprint.

Proposed actions
1.	 Waste recycling and processing facilities to be in appropriate locations remote 

from urban areas and with appropriate bunding and runoff settlement ponds. 
2.	 In the absence of ACT guidelines specific to the operation of fragmentising 

machines for the processing of end-of-life vehicles (ELVs) and other metals, 
guidelines from NSW or Queensland should apply. Open air fragmentising of 
metal is toxic, producing dust containing heavy metals and other contaminants 
in 2.5 micron particulates and less. 

3.	 High-density dwellings to provide best practice recycling facilities.
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THEME 4:  
Liveable Canberra
STRATEGIC DIRECTIONS (from ACT Planning Strategy 2018 )

4.1	D eliver social infrastructure that meets community needs and  
supports strong communities.

Proposed actions
1.	 Ensure adequate community facilities are provided for each suburb in the Inner 

South Canberra District, with an emphasis on free or affordable community 
meeting places.

2.	 The zoning of the site of Blaxland House (the former Griffith Primary School) be 
retained as community services, as promised by the ACT Government in 2006.

3.	 The zoning of the site of the Manuka Arts Centre be retained as community 
services and not used for commercial sporting development.

4.	 Ensure the needs of younger people living in the Inner South are assessed and 
reflected in provision of community facilities, including school facilities.

5.	 Reactivate dryland neighbourhood ovals to cater for the growth in community 
sport, in particular women’s sports.

6.	 Improve the safety linkages of cycle paths for all Inner South suburbs for work 
and recreation.

7.	 All creeks, waterways and wetlands in the Inner South should be professionally 
assessed to identify remediation works to upgrade their ecological and aesthetic 
qualities and address stream flow issues.

8.	 Introduce active travel connectivity between Narrabundah and the Jerrabomberra 
Wetlands to align with the proposed Dairy Road connectivity.
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4.2	D eliver recreation, open (green) space and public spaces that support social 
interaction, physical and mental health and engagement in public life.

Proposed actions
1.	 Provide the Inner South, at suburb and district levels, high value play spaces 

delivering diverse and inclusive play experiences for children of all ages in 
accordance with the ACT Play Space Strategy.

2.	 Select locations for play areas for older children and develop plans for installation.
3.	 Service all existing play areas so they comply with the ACT Play Space Strategy.
4.	 All new development projects should connect easily to, or include public 

community spaces and parks.
5.	 Introduce play/recreational areas at Norgrove Park and Bowen Park and provide 

much needed toilets at Norgrove Park on the foreshore, the Narrabundah 
wetlands and playing fields by Matina Street. 

6.	 A beautiful play area similar to the Arboretum playground (see photo below)  
in the new suburb of East Lake, incorporating the Causeway, would benefit  
all apartment dwellers. 

7.	 Vistas, a sense of space, and places families want to go to outside, should be  
a focus for East Lake.

8.	 Jerrabomberra Wetlands Nature Reserve should not become the focus of all local 
or regional recreation needs. Future development must cater for these outside 
the reserve — e.g. jogging tracks, cycle paths, outdoor gym stations, dog walking 
areas should be provided in sites of lower nature conservation value. 

4.3	S trengthen neighbourhoods and support their diverse character by creating strong 
local activity hubs.

Proposed actions
1.	 Community meeting facilities be included in the Kingston Arts Precinct and the 

future East Lake development. 
2.	 Ensure that when community halls are operated by the Government or its proxies 

(e.g. Oaks Estate, Causeway, Griffith) they remain available to community groups 
at a nominal cost rather than on a full commercial cost recovery basis.
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4.4	D eliver housing that is diverse and affordable to support a liveable city.

Proposed actions
1.	 East Lake to be a priority high- and medium-density diverse housing precinct. 
2.	 Better maintenance and renewal of existing social and community housing.
3.	 All development in heritage areas to comply with mandatory heritage 

requirements.

4.5	E ncourage high quality design, built form and places for a changing climate.

Proposed actions
1.	 All new developments should meet the highest possible standards of sustainable 

building design including responsiveness to the warming climate.
2.	 As found in the ISCCC’s 2019–20 online survey, residents want input into 

proposed redevelopment occurring next door or nearby; in particular, proposed 
zoning changes, protection of the character of the local residential 
neighbourhood, access to sunlight and natural light, building height, the amount 
of green space to be retained and the protection of the existing much-valued 
streetscape.

3.	 The Kingston Arts Precinct design should respect the 2014 Master Plan, meet all 
heritage requirements and maintain significant sight lines to the Powerhouse. 
The design should also address the heat island effect through the establishment 
of green open space and tree canopy cover and minimise traffic impacts on 
Eastlake Parade. 
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THEME 5:  
Accessible Canberra
STRATEGIC DIRECTIONS (from ACT Planning Strategy 2018 )

5.1	E nhance accessibility by better integrating transport and land use.

Proposed actions
1.	 Improve public transport services throughout the Inner South, in particular  

to higher-density areas, combined with regular, reliable connections between 
local area and Rapid bus services. The Inner South Canberra suburbs need to  
have their direct bus services to Woden and Canberra City maintained.

2.	 Include Oaks Estate in the public transport service. 
3.	 If the proposed Light Rail Stage 2B proceeds it should be integrated with  

existing public transport, local area services and Rapid routes and timetables. 
Accessibility should then be improved with connected pedestrian footpaths  
and cycle paths.

4.	 Plan for connected transport services to new residential/commercial areas  
such as the East Lake, Dairy Road and Yarralumla Brickworks developments.

5.	 Improve vehicular access between Canberra Avenue and Majura Parkway to 
address traffic problems, such as congestion on Ipswich and Newcastle Streets  
in Fyshwick.

oaks estate. Photo Bidgee
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5.2	D eliver well-designed, safe and sustainable streets and public spaces  
to create walkable neighbourhoods that are inclusive and fair.

Proposed actions
1.	 Improve pedestrian comfort, safety and amenity of local streets by reduced speed 

limits, more tree planting, upgraded footways, cycleways, street and pathway 
lighting and seats. 

2.	 Wider shared paths, including ramps, that are more accessible (e.g. for prams, 
wheelchairs and other mobility aids), that better connect streets to parks and 
other open spaces.

3.	 Engage with the Inner South community to identify opportunities for more safe 
pedestrian crossings on busy roads. 

4.	 Assess the need and location for pedestrian crossings and pathways throughout 
Fyshwick and connecting with the Jerrabomberra Wetlands and Dairy Road as 
part of a future master plan.

5.	 Provide a generous pathway along Jerrabomberra Creek connecting Narrabundah 
and Jerrabomberra Wetlands.

5.3	C reate a better experience for walking and cycling into and within the city centre 
and our town centres. 

[Not relevant to Inner South Canberra District Planning Strategy.]
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THEME 6:  
Heritage
District Aboriginal cultural heritage
Aboriginal people have been visiting the ACT and surrounding tablelands for over 
20,000 years. The Ngunnawal people have lived in and around the District for more 
than 15,000 years and there are several significant sites indicating their presence, 
such as the Red Hill Campsite. The area around the confluence of the Molonglo  
and Queanbeyan Rivers flowing down to Pialligo were significant meeting places  
for the different peoples that comprise the Ngunnawal nation. This area was where  
they met before gathering in the Tidbinbilla Ranges and Southern Alps to gather  
the bogong moths. These places were significant ceremonial and spiritual gathering 
places and need to be acknowledged and preserved as central to the cultural heritage  
of the Indigenous people of Canberra region. All Aboriginal places are protected 
under the Heritage Act 2004.

District European heritage
The new National Capital was initially planned by Walter Burley Griffin, with changes 
initiated by John Sulman, Chairman of the Federal Capital Advisory Committee. The 
highly-valued streetscapes are attributed to the work of Thomas (T.C.G.) Weston, 
Officer-in-charge of the afforestation of early Canberra. These areas, part of the  
‘Initial City’ on Griffin’s 1913 plan for the National Capital, are now part of the  
landscape of this 21st Century District and are listed on or nominated to the  
ACT Heritage Register.

The distinctive and highly-valued character of much of Inner South Canberra and  
the lifestyles we enjoy have been built on the events, the people and amenities  
that have gone before us. 

Ph
ot

o 
CS

IRO


Ph
ot

o 
Sp

el
io

, F
lic

kr

Photo Allan Sharp, Flickr
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STRATEGIC DIRECTION
Protect and maintain heritage values of the Inner South District.

Proposed actions
1.	 Celebrate and respect our District’s Aboriginal heritage and Traditional Owners’ 

continuing connection to country and culture.
2.	 The Kingston Arts Precinct to showcase Australian Aboriginal arts.
3.	 Maximise the economic and social benefits of the Inner South heritage assets 

and ensure those assets are maintained.
4.	 Prioritise the assessment of long-standing heritage nominations, including the 

Manuka Shopping Precinct, Kingston Shops, Kingston Post Office and Jardine 
Street Commercial Row.

5.	 Ensure that all heritage requirements for the Kingston Powerhouse Historic 
Precinct are met in the Kingston Arts Precinct development.

6.	 Identify those significant heritage places in Inner South Canberra that have not 
yet been nominated for inclusion on the ACT Heritage Register.

7.	 Ensure that sensitive and respectful buffer zones are created between higher-
density development and heritage places such as within the Kingston Arts 
Precinct and for Garden City precincts where the surrounding streetscape  
is an integral feature. 

8.	 Respect and protect valued vistas in the Inner South, including treescapes, views 
to Lake Burley Griffin, and views to the surrounding hills and mountains.

9.	 Ensure that proposed building work on dwellings in Heritage Precincts, and on 
stand-alone heritage listed dwellings, complies with the mandatory requirements 
in the relevant ACT Heritage Register entry.

10.	 Protect the highly-valued streetscapes that extend well beyond the heritage 
protected precincts and not allow additional driveways. 

11.	 Ensure all street furniture in heritage precincts is properly maintained by the 
relevant authorities, e.g. fire hydrants by Icon Water (current provider), street 
lighting by Evo Energy (current provider).

12.	 Exclude heritage places and heritage precincts from inclusion in possible urban 
intensification areas.
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In the Jerrabomberra 
Wetlands Nature Reserve, 
participants in a heritage 
walk conducted by 
Indigenous guides learn 
about bush tucker, how  
the landscape has changed 
over time and some  
stories about the site.
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APPENDIX:  
What our residents value
In a 2019–20 survey by the ISCCC, involving 555 respondents, we found that Inner 
South residents value most:
•	 Streetscape (street trees, vegetation, gardens, width of streets) — 71 per cent
•	 Open spaces (parks, ovals and bushland for recreation) — 69 per cent
•	 Character (well planned, peaceful, safe, community feeling) — 62 per cent
•	 Environment (reserves, trees, vegetation, wildlife, flora and fauna) — 60 per cent
•	 Location (central location and investment potential, employment, friends  

and family, services and facilities) — 53 per cent
•	 Local shops (proximity to, and variety of) — 52 per cent

The aspects of their streets that respondents wanted protected were:
•	 Trees/street trees, large mature leafy trees, heritage trees; nature strips/verges, 

wide setbacks, streetscapes, tree lined streets — better maintenance, protect  
from cars parking/driving over them (verges).

•	 Parks, open/vegetated spaces, ovals, playgrounds.
•	 Housing no higher than two storeys, low density, domestic scale,  

no ‘McMansions’, single use blocks, setbacks from street.
•	 Heritage listed buildings, old brick and tile houses, 1950s/1960s architecture, 

houses with heritage design elements.
•	 Footpaths/walkways linking streets and connecting to parks.

The “Community suggestions on future planning for a liveable district” from  
the report on the Inner South District Planning Workshop (11 June 2021) reflected  
the ISCCC Survey outcomes: 
•	 “�Concern about the level of urban infill occurring in the District and the  

impacts on character and amenity of the District, including open space  
and infrastructure”.

•	 “�Enhanced playgrounds and open space for recreation”.
•	 “�Improved footpaths, pedestrian crossings and lighting”.
•	 “�Protection of heritage sites and existing character of the District”. 
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