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Mr Andrew Barr, MLA 
Chief Minister 
GPO Box 1020  
CANBERRA  ACT  2601  
Barr@act.gov.au 
 
cc: 
gentleman@act.gov.au 
fitzharris@act.gov.au 
rattenbury@act.gov.au 
lee@parliament.act.gov.au 
stephen-smith@act.gov.au 
doszpot@parliament.act.gov.au 
 
 
Dear Chief Minister 
 
FYSHWICK WASTE TO ENERGY INCINERATOR PROPOSAL 
 
I am writing on behalf of the Inner South Canberra Community Council (ISCCC) in relation 
to responses to the Government’s market sounding exercise of February 2017 on waste 
management.  We understand that a number of responses are being prepared, but our primary 
focus is on the proposal by Capital Recycling Solutions’ (CRS’s) to establish a Waste to 
Energy incineration facility at Fyshwick. 
 
The ISCCC held a public forum on 23 August 2017 about the proposed facility, with 
presentations by CRS, ActewAGL, the ACT Government in relation to the EIS process, a 
former federal Government official with expertise in environment quality issues, and the 
President of the Griffith Narrabundah Community Association. Over 200 people attended. In 
a show of hands at the end of the meeting, less than a handful of attendees supported the 
proposed facility. The majority were negatively disposed towards the proposal, and a smaller 
number were uncertain or wanted more information.    
 
You will be aware that CRS is currently in the process of preparing an Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS), a substantial document that could amount to many hundreds of pages of 
technical specifications.  We understand that the relevant legislation prescribes that the EIS 
once received by the Government must be available for public comment for a period of 20 
days, although this period may be extended.  An adequate consultation period, giving the 
public time to read, consider and discuss the proposal and its consequences, and prepare 
reasoned responses at a level of detail that will actually contribute to consideration of the 
issues, has been an integral part of the EIS assessment process since environmental protection 
legislation was first introduced four decades ago.   
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Given the magnitude of the proposal, and the likely size of the EIS, it is arguable that 20 days 
would be manifestly insufficient to permit adequate consideration of the proposal, and that 
consequently a longer period would be appropriate.  CRS have indicated informally that they 
accept that a longer consultation period would be reasonable under the circumstances.  
However, the decision is not one for CRS to take; rather it rests with the Government.  The 
ISCCC’s view is that a consultation period of 60 working days would be appropriate under 
the circumstances, although a consultation period longer than this would be welcome. 
 
A further issue is the timing of this consultation period.  It is now mid-September, and the 
Christmas/New Year/January holiday period will commence in about three months.  
Practically nothing substantial gets done mid-December and the second week of January (in 
fact many organisation have a compulsory shut down between Christmas Eve and the second 
Monday in January), and it remains difficult to coordinate with people until things return to 
normalcy after Australia Day.  These constraints will also apply to any consideration of the 
EIS, and consequently we would ask that the clock on the 60 working day consultation period 
be turned off for the month between Friday 15 December 2017 and Monday 15 January 2018. 
 
In light of these considerations, we seek your commitment on behalf of the ACT Government 
that the EIS for the Fyshwick Energy to Waste proposal will be no less than 60 working days 
(3 months), and that the period 15 December 2017 to 15 January 2018 will not be counted as 
part of the EIS consultation period.  
 
In addition, the ISCCC considers that any waste to energy proposals should be assessed in the 
context of an agreed ACT Strategic Waste Management Strategy.  We consequently seek 
your assurance that no decision will be taken by the ACT Government on this proposal until 
its consistency with such a Waste Management Strategy can be determined. 
 
Finally, the impact of such a facility on the air quality of ACT residents cannot be fully 
determined without a baseline assessment of air quality.  We therefore call on the ACT 
Government to provide funding to enable the Environmental Protection Authority to 
complete such a 12-month baseline air quality study, so that the impact on total ambient 
particulates and toxic emissions of the proposed CRS facility, and any other similar 
proposals, can be determined. This would involve the establishment of monitoring stations at 
locations that will take into account the temperature inversions that occur in Canberra.  
 
I look forward to your response, and that of responsible Ministers, to these matters. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

	  
 
Marea Fatseas 
President 
 
26 September 2017 
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