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ACT Planning Strategy - legislative requirements 

In the ACT the object of planning 
strategy is:

...to promote the orderly and 
sustainable development of the 
ACT, consistent with the social, 
environmental and economic 
aspirations of the people of the 
ACT in accordance with sound 
financial principles



ACT Planning Strategy 2018 - Vision

Vision 

To be a sustainable, competitive 
and equitable city that respects 
Canberra’s unique legacy as a city 
in the landscape and the National 
Capital, while being responsive to 
the future and resilient to change



THEMES



POLICY PLAN



ACT Policy Plan 2012             ACT Policy Plan 2018             



Urban Intensification Localities

• What does urban densification mean?
– looks to manage Canberra’s growth and reduce the continued 

expansion of the city to protect our surrounding bushland and 
natural environments

– areas where urban intensification may occur include the city 
centre, town and group centres and major public transport 
corridors

– Supports a compact and efficient city: 
• Transport – allowing more people to access public transport on a 

regular basis.
• Housing – increasing diversity and affordability to support the 

changing needs of the community. 
• Community facilities and open space- provided and matched to the 

needs of the community.
• Environment – avoiding urban sprawl.
• Community messages - preference for infill development over 

greenfield expansion as long as it is done well



Urban Intensification
• Based on walkable 

proximities to transport 
and services, such as 
frequent bus network/light 
rail stops and group centres 
such as Dickson (800m or 
10 minute walk)

• Further work is required to 
assess the suitability of 
these areas for a range of 
opportunities

• Not all land that falls within 
these areas will have land 
use zoning changes or be 
redeveloped



Next steps 

• Focus is on implementing Strategy’s directions and actions; 
with initial focus investigating urban intensification locations

• Planning System Review is providing important opportunities 
to implement directions and actions, such as district-level 
planning

• Any zoning changes will involve extensive community 
consultation and be subject to independent planning process

• The Strategy’s next review would need to be considered after 
five years



HOUSING CHOICES



WHAT IS THE HOUSING CHOICES PROJECT?

Discussion Paper developed to 
consider issue of housing choices. 
Engaged with the community and 
stakeholders to find out:

- what type of housing people want to 
live in or see in residential areas

- if that housing exists in the areas they 
want it

- if not, is that due to planning 
restrictions

Broad community engagement from 
November 2017 to March 2018.



WHAT WAS THE COLLABORATION HUB?

15,000 invites mailed to ACT addresses 
– invited to be part of 5 Saturday sessions, recipients then nominated to be 

involved, and we selected to ensure they represented the wider community 
(age, gender, district)

Hub participants considered the question:

“Canberra is changing – and there are many different ways our needs 
can be met. What do we need to do?”
They wrote a report of recommendations



COLLABORATION HUB RECOMMENDATIONS

• The Collaboration Hub made 13 recommendations.
• All recommendations were all supported in-principle by 

Government, subject to further policy analysis and 
consultation.

• In summary, the recommendations acknowledged the move 
to a more compact city, and the need for more diverse 
housing types to suit our citizens. 

• The recommendations also acknowledged a strong desire 
from the community to protect Canberra’s Garden City and 
green landscape character, and mitigate the impacts of 
climate change and the urban heat island effect.



Next Steps

• Consider recommendations of the Collaboration Hub 
particularly: 

• Recommendation 5 – Require future developments in residential 
zones to meet standards for soft landscaping plantable area to 
provide room for canopy shade trees and gardens, to reduce heat 
island effect and stormwater runoff and integrate planning with 
government sustainability standards

• Recommendation 7 – For both infill and new developments, require 
an increase in the mix of dwelling sizes and diversity of dwelling 
types

• Develop potential changes to the Territory Plan 



PLANNING SYSTEM REVIEW



What’s on the table?



Outcomes of the review



Review process and engagement



QUESTIONS
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