
Education 
in the 
Inner South

Planning for a growing population



The ACT Government acknowledges 
the Ngunnawal people as traditional custodians 
of the ACT and recognise any other people or 
families with connection to the lands of the 
ACT and region. We acknowledge and respect 
their continuing culture and the contribution 
they make to the life of this city and this region.
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Inner South historical public-school K-12 
enrolment trend

• Strong growth 
during last decade

• Trend change: 
small declines in 
recent years.
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Inner South 10-year student projection and 
current capacity

Inner South public 
schools

2025 Enrolments
(actual)

2035 Median 
projections

10-year projected 
BAU change

Primary schools K-6 2115 2360 +245

High schools 1913 1861 -52

Narrabundah College 988 1051 +63

Primary School Forrest Primary Red Hill Primary Telopea Primary Yarralumla 
Primary

Classrooms 
required (2026)

21 31 25 15

Classrooms 
available

27 36 30 20

• Room for 10-year growth + ongoing high-school expansion (Telopea High)
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Inner South projected demographic growth

Inner South 
school-age 
population

2025 
population 
estimate

2045 
population 
projection

20-year potential 
public-school 
impact

Primary schools 2,331 3,507 +647

High schools 1,343 1,97- +451

College 727 966 +143

• Longer-term growth will depend on pace of residential development in 
Inner South 

• Note: Public-school demand impact is based on observed affiliation

Longer-term K-12 school-aged population - ACT Govt population projections
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Public school planning framework 
– regional approach

Non-infrastructure demand management 
through enrolment policy

Short-term vs long-term need

 - Is growth a short-term peak, or will it be sustained?

School region-specific approach to planning

- Determine optimal combination of enrolment policy and     
infrastructure needs

Investment in capacity

- For temporary, new or permanent capacity, as well as 
modernisations and upgrades. 
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Non-infrastructure enrolment policy responses

• Using shared zones

• Red Hill and Forrest Primary Schools

• Category A / Category B classifications

• Expanded or restricted enrolment criteria depending on capacity

• Enrolment integrity / Reducing unnecessary ‘Out of Area’ 
enrolments

• Evidence to ensure enrolment is from genuine in-area students 
(guarantee place at Priority Enrolment Area school)

• ‘Out of Area’ enrolments that meet criteria and available capacity

• NSW Pathways 

• Redirect NSW students to geographically closer schools with 
capacity (Belconnen, Tuggeranong)
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Infrastructure delivery in established areas

• From identifying need, to expand or open a school is a multi-year complex 
process.

• Planning for every school is unique – nature of site, location, demographics, 
proximity to other schools, transport corridors – no easy/standard approach.

• Urban infill – limited land, smaller footprints, schools as community hubs.
• Extensive consultation with stakeholders is incorporated into this process. 
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Planning ahead

Public-school enrolment outlook

* Growth will continue, slower than recent years.
* Longer-term – infill and greenfield development.
* Growth not evenly distributed: development pace. 

Responses to meet growth

* Enrolment policy efforts ongoing. 
* Infrastructure priorities, informed by the best information we    
   have now, inc. population + enrolment projections / demand 
   modelling.

Ongoing longer-term planning

* EDU input into land-planning Govt processes.
* Student demand scenarios & infrastructure impact.
* High degree of uncertainty about demographic and residential 
  development: 15+ year timeframes.
* This longer-term work is not always visible.
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iCBR current EDU infrastructure projects

Narrabundah College Modernisation

• Design, Arts, Technology, and Science (DATS) building

• Wider range of subjects for Inner South students

• On track to open for the start of the 2027 school year

Telopea Park School Expansion & Modernisation

• Expanding and modernising the Senior Campus

• New multipurpose hall and double gymnasium; new specialist classrooms

• Major Plan Amendment (MPA) open for public consultation until end March



Thank you.
Any questions? 
Email ACT.Education@act.gov.au
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