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Dear Mr Kent

Thank you for your letter about the Community Panel for the Manuka Oval Precinct.

The Community Panel to be established will be similar to the processes undertaken for both

the Canberra Brickworks Precinct and West Tuggeranong, and I am pleased that the lnner

South Community Council is keen to participate. I have directed that the project be

managed from within the Office of the Coordinator-General for Urban Renewal, to ensure

the full range of government and community issues are considered in progressing to a
master plan.

The community panel will be tasked with identifying values, characteristics and principles

for any potential development of the Manuka Oval surrounds, and members of the panel

will be responsible for representing the views of their community. These values,

characteristics and principles will inform the development of a master plan that considers,

reflects and balances the various interests of stakeholders, the community and

ACT Government. This will include consideration of the surrounding areas of Telopea Park

and the School, noting that the Manuka Pool is within the Precinct. Connectivity with areas

such as Kingston and Manuka shops are an essential consideration in developing the master

plan.
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Through an Expression of lnterest process, organisations will be invited to nominate up to

two representatives for the panet. The proposed size of the panel is 15-20 participants and I

am confident that will enable a broad cross-section of community interests to be

represented. This will include organisations representing residents and special interest

groups such as heritage, sport and recreation, and youth.

Members of the Community Panel will be expected to consult and represent the views of

their group and, in turn, share those considerations and outcomes of the community panel

to their members. Participation in the panel does not in any way bind individual panel

members to the recommendations or views expressed on behalf of the panel.

ln addition to the community panel, there will be opportunities for broad community input

through surveys, consultation kiosks, information sessions, workshops and feedback

opportunities on the Government's new YourSay website.

I am confident that this consultation process will lead to a master plan for the Manuka Oval

Precinct that represents the importance of the area for all Canberrans and secures its long

term future as a first class cultural, sporting and recreation hub.

Yours sincerely
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.Andrew Barr MLA
Chief Minister
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