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Good afternoon, 

I am writing to provide an update on some developments that have occurred in the ACT 
Legislative Assembly over the last couple of days in relation to the “Manuka Land 
Swap”.  My office consulted with some of you last night and I know some of you and your 
groups were represented in the chamber this morning for the debate. 

I am pleased with the outcomes that we achieved for Telopea School and MOCCA in 
negotiation with other MLAs and community groups. 

I acknowledge the work of Steve Doszpot MLA in bringing his motion to the Legislative 
Assembly.  However while I did not disagree with his motion, I do not believe that the way 
it was worded would actually have delivered any real outcomes for the community. In 
particular, the calls made in Mr Doszpot’s motion predominantly sought explanations - I 
was keen to achieve more concrete outcomes. 

By working on an agreement with the Government we have negotiated significant real 
outcomes today, including: 

• Retention of the Telopea Park tennis courts for school use, in addition to making the 
facilities available to the wider community when not required by the school 

• A guarantee that  MOCCA will not be moved from its current site, until new facilities are 
constructed 

• Recognition of the importance of ongoing community based, not for profit childcare 
provision in Canberra 

• Engagement with the wider community over the future development of the Manuka 
precinct 

I will be following up with the Chief Minister on the outcomes of today’s debate to ensure 
that agreements are met in a timely manner. 

If you would like to follow today’s debate in detail, the Hansard transcript will be available 
in the next couple of days on the Assembly website. 

Please keep in touch with me or my office regarding any follow up actions. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for the commitment and energy you have 
shown in achieving outcomes for the community on this issue.   

Regards, 

Shane 
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