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KBRG MEETING ON THE KINGSTON ARTS PRECINCT 
16 MARCH 2017, EAST HOTEL 

 
Summary of main information arising 

 
Gary Kent, President of the Inner South Canberra Community Council, chaired the meeting. 
The meeting was addressed by Nick Holt (NH), Director, Urban Projects and City to the 
Lake, LDA, Chief Minister, Treasury and Economic Directorate and Adam Stankevicius 
(AS), Director, Cultural Canberra, Chief Minister, Treasury and Economic Directorate.    
 
Current status 
A preferred tenderer (Geocon with partners Fender Katsalidis architects and Oculus), has 
been selected for the development of the precinct (Section 49, Kingston) and negotiations on 
the 7 contracts are under way.  
 
The vision 
The KAP is a key strategic project of the ACT government. Create an arts precinct that is 
significant locally, nationally and internationally. Arts groups will engage with each other, in 
the public realm of the precinct, with the broader community and surrounding institutions. 
Attract people from across the country. Active all the week. 
 
Arts facilities 
There will be 7,000m2 of arts buildings and 4,000m2 of outdoor arts space. 11 apartments for 
visiting artists. There will be some shared facilities. The arts facilities will be built first. 
 
Parking 
A major concern. Parking structures will be built after the arts buildings and spaces. 
Current provision in Section 49: 643 spaces of which 430 are publicly available. 
Planned: Minimum weekend provision 800 spaces. Up to 500 public spaces on week days. 
The private spaces are to be available to the public after hours and at weekends. 
 
Heritage 
Concerns about a Development Approval to demolish the 1948 Switch Room (aka The 
Chapel) which is currently used as accommodation for Glassworks artists in residence has 
been heard. It will not necessarily be demolished. 
 
Private development 
This will fill the space left over from the arts buildings and spaces, car parks and public 
domain (including view lines to the lake). There will be 22,000m2 of non-residential space. 
What can be built will have to conform to the Kingston Foreshore Precinct Code. Could 
include a boutique hotel, child care, offices and some apartments. Height limited to eaves of 
the Power House. 
 
What’s next? 
Finalise 7 contracts over next 3-6 months.  
Detailed design next 10-16 months including the detailed assessment of arts bodies and other 
stakeholder (e.g. Bus Depot Markets, Canberra International Music Festival). 
Start building arts facilities early 2019. 
Parking and private development after arts facilities built. 
The whole area likely to be completed in about 7 years. 
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Motions passed at the meeting 
 

1. Consistent with its election promise to improve community engagement, the meeting 
expects the government to ensure the community continues to be significantly 
involved in the planning and implementation of the Kingston Arts Precinct as has 
been the case with the Yarralumla Brickworks. 

 
2. The meeting strongly supports the preservation of ALL heritage listed buildings in the 

Kingston Arts Precinct, including the 1948 Switch Room, and expects the precinct to 
incorporate them in a way that celebrates the heritage of the precinct. 

 
 
 
 
 


