
Govt warns against illegal moves
By Joni Scanlon

AFL at Manuka OvalWITH the first Canberra AFL game of
2013 just days away, the ACT gover-nment

is calling on spofts fans not to park their
cars illegally around the ground.

After recent international cricket
matches at Manuka Oval, the Canberra
Liberals called for a comprehensive park-
ing plan. But the government pointed out
that a parking plan is made available to
fans before the game and free bus travel to
Manuka is available.

Territory Venues and Events Services
general manager Neale Guthrie acknowl-
edged there was no "big solution" to the
parkihg problem around Manuka Oval,
especially during a major sporting event.

"Our main aim is to inform people of
where the car parking opportunities are,"

he said.

The Giants will take on Essendon at
Manuka Oval in a preseason game on

Friday, March 8, and Mr Guthrie encour-
aged sporting fans to do their research and
find the best transpoft solution to suit their
needs.

"Parking inspectors will be out there so

we encourage people, please don't park
illegally," Mr Guthrie said.

"There's no point having 'No Parking'
around unless you enforce that.

"The habit of parking along the medium
srrip on Canberra Avenue is not safe."

An approved traffrc management plan
was developed from parking conditions
surrounding AFL matches in Manuka last
year.

"We've identifred about 7000 car parks

within a 10-15 minute walk to the venue,"
Mr Guthrie said.

A map was produced to show where
those parking spots are located, and
includes information about whether they
are free or paid parking. Time-related
parking restrictions will also be waived in
the areas from 4pm to l0pm on an event
day to help ease parking pressures.

The map also identifies all of the local

Giants v Essendon: FridaY, March 8 at
6.1Opm
Giants v St Kilda: Saturday, April 13 at
4.40pm
eianfs v Gold Coast Suns: Saturday, April
27 at 'l.40pm
giants vs Western Bulldogs: Safurday,
July 6 at 1.45pm

bus stops in the area and Ticket Holders,
Giants Members and AFL members will
be able to present their ticket oi pass and

catch any bus on the ACTION network
free of charge on the day of the match.

Free shuttle buses rjvill also run every 30

minutes from Woden and Civic bus

interchanges between 4.30pm and 6pm.

and after the game from 7.30pm.

Road closures will be put in place from
4.30pm to control traff,c around the two
public entries. Manuka Circuit will be

closed between New South Wales Crescent

and Canberra Avenue.

"My advice is don't leave it to the last

minute to try and make your way to the

ground," Mr Guthrie said.

He advised to aim to arrive in your seat

half an hour before the first bounce and
give yourself enough time to find a park,
walk to the ground and get through the
entrance.

"I t\ink it's a good idea to actually think
about where you might park," he said.
"Parking is a challenge in the area and

we're after everyone's co-operation to take

heed of the information and plan where
you're going to go beforehand."

Gates open for the Giants vs Essendon
match at Manuka Oval from 5pm and the

bounce is at 6.10pm.

I For more information on parking and

public transport, visit
www.manukaoval.com.au or
wwwaction.act.gov.au




