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The extension of Yarralumla past the brickworks towards Government House is 
"the wrong development on the wrong site" and should be significantly scaled 
back, the Inner South Canberra Community Council says. 
Council chairman Gary Kent acknowledged the plan had been changed 
significantly in its most recent version, but said it still did not respect heritage 
and the environment. 
Yarralumla residents are fighting the development, which will mean 1800 new 
homes in an area along Cotter Road and Adelaide Avenue, stretching on one 
side into Dunrossil Drive, which leads to Government House. Residents are 
upset about a proposal to "flatten" the side and design a grid-pattern network of 
streets. 
The Yarralumla Residents Association wants lower density, more work on traffic 
and parking in nearby streets of old Yarralumla, and a design that respects 
open space. 
Submissions on the plan closed on the weekend. 
In the council's submission, Mr Kent called for the development to be 
significantly scaled back and redesigned in keeping with the current suburbs of 
Yarralumla and Deakin. 
He raised concerns about the effect on the heritage of the area – including on 
the entry to Government House – and said the  scope of the development was 
disappointing. 
"It effectively removes any connection with the existing suburb of Yarralumla by 
creating a very different look and feel that is more akin to a town centre without 
any town centre facilities," he said. "... The proposed number of residents is 
excessive in this small area adjacent to a very old Canberra suburb." 
He also opposed the planned "cut and fill", which involves removing between 
two and seven metres in height from ridged parts of the site and building up 
other parts to flatten it. Mr Kent said the move might maximise revenue, but 
only at the expense of the landscape and of a "stock standard" suburban result. 
The flattening of the site is proposed in an engineering report as part of the 
Land Development Agency's masterplan, but the agency has played down the 
idea, saying the cut was likely to be significantly less and the plan was to retain 
as much natural topography as possible. 
Mr Kent also pointed to the removal of large, old trees and well-used walking 
tracks, and said the development should retain the contours of the land and the 
ceremonial access to the Governor-General's residence at Dunrossil Drive. The 
plan chops off the end of Dunrossil Drive that connects with Cotter Road, with a 
new "Brickworks Road" taking traffic off Cotter Road instead. 
Mr Kent accused the ACT government of beng driven by a desire to maximise 
the money it could make from the site given the budget's reliance on land sales, 



but said the demand for housing in the area missed the point and was not a 
reason to despoil heritage values. 
The council was also concerned about the increase in traffic. Inner south roads 
were generally single lane and winding, Mr Kent said. While the Land 
Development Agency was seeking to describe Adelaide Avenue as a "rapid 
transit corridor" to justify high-density development there, the term "rapid transit 
corridor" was no more than aspirational, he said. An attempt to rezone to 
establish the road as a rapid transit corridor would have enormous implications 
and allow "a rash of spot rezoning of residential, commercial and utilities land to 
a much higher density than currently exists, in a 2-kilometre-wide corridor 
stretching, in this case, from State Circle to the outskirts of the Woden town 
centre including the suburbs of Yarralumla, Curtin, Lyons, Deakin, Hughes and 
Garran". 
Extending Cotter Road into Deakin, while removing some traffic from the 
Yarralumla  development, could expose Deakin, Forrest, Barton, Griffith and the 
central national area to "rat running", including from the big housing 
developments in Molonglo, he said. 
"It does not seem reasonable for an extended Cotter Road to dump cars on to 
the Denison Street, Strickland Street, Stonehaven Crescent network amidst the 
slow-moving traffic that circulates throughout the health and medical precinct 
centred on Calvary John James Hospital." 
The Land Development Agency says 65 per cent of people in the area – 
Yarralumla, Curtin and Deakin – are in favour of the project going ahead, based 
on a phone survey in March. 


