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Minister Andrew Barr 
Minister for Sport and Recreation, and  
Minister for Tourism and Events 
GPO Box 1020  
Canberra 
2601 

 

Kingston and Barton Residents Group 
Janet Hughes 

President 
 

Gary Kent 
President 

Inner South Canberra Community Council 
 

 
 
 

Dear Minister Barr 
 

RE: Manuka Oval – request for a community meeting  
 
We are writing on behalf of the Kingston and Barton Residents Group (KBRG) and the Inner 
South Canberra Community Council (ISCCC) to request a community meeting in relation to 
the development and proposed use of Manuka Oval. We believe that this would be timely 
given some large events are due to start in early January, and to allow dissemination of 
information to local residents and businesses impacted by the upgrades to the oval. 
 
The local community would like to continue regular consultation regarding this 
development. It is important that the ACT Government (Government) employs best practice 
consultation with key stakeholder groups. The key representative bodies in the area are the 
KBRG, the ISCCC, the Manuka Arts Precinct (Art Sound, Photo Access), Manuka Pool and the 
Manuka shopping precinct. We believe that it is important for the Government to engage 
with these stakeholder groups regularly and transparently. 

Given that Christmas is fast approaching but noting that the Prime Minister’s XI is due to 
start on 14 January 2014 any initial community meeting would need to take place shortly 
before people take their Christmas leave. We would also ask that the Government manage 
the notifications including mail drops and advertising in local print media and radio.  

There is an increasing level of anxiety among residents with Manuka Oval and the impact of 
the expansion. People are not against the use of the oval but do feel they have not been part 
of the decision making process in regards to the significant change by the introduction of 
night games and the Government securing more major sporting events. 

Below is a list of the key concerns being raised by the community. We appreciate this list is 
extensive however it would be appreciated if the Government can address each of the 
points raised below: 

Lighting 

• The lighting is still creating issues for many people. How is this being addressed, 
particularly for those in unit developments whose balconies and rooms are directly impacted 
by light. Has the Government considered ‘hooding’ the lighting to minimise the significant 
light spillage 
• Driver’s vision is directly impacted in some streets on the south and south-eastern sides of 
Canberra Avenue. Has the Government investigated the OHS risk of this situation  
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• The lighting is quite prominent from restaurants in Manuka potentially impacting the 
enjoyment of patrons dining outside. Has there been any consultation with the owners 
regarding this 
 
• Initial consultations suggested the lights would only be on for five to six games per year 
but in media there is talk of the Government trying to securing more events - what is the 
intent and extent of this  
 
• How often can residents expect the lights to be on over the course of a week - recent 
reports suggest three times per week on top of night games. Can this be confirmed, also the 
timing and intensity of the lights to be used during these times 
 
• What are the timing restrictions for the lights, can we for example know that the lights will 
be off by 21.00 or 22.00 major games and what will this be for other times such as 
maintenance and training 
 
• Will information on when lighting will be used, and the timing of, this be posted on the 
Manuka Oval website 
 
• Some residents have asked about the health concerns of the lighting, including the impact 
of exposure to light pollution. There is increasing work in this field, for example work by the 
American Medical Association published in the American Journal of Preventive Medicine in 
September 2013. What has been done to take potential health impacts into account 
 
Parking 

• How will parking continue to be managed especially with big games like the Prime 
Minister's XI? There is no link on the Manuka Oval home page for parking, nor mention that 
parking infringements will be strictly enforced  
 
• How will access to Manuka Pool and Art Sound be maintained during games? Converting 
parking adjacent to the pool to disabled parking restricts access to the pool and Manuka Arts 
Precincts. The community should not be denied access to the historic pool and many at Art 
Sound are required to be there at specific times to go to air.  In the past the previous 
manager of the pool has managed to reserve some parking for pool users – how does the 
Government intend to formalise this?  The two parks (one disabled) off the Manuka Arts 
Precinct driveway also get taken up by Oval visitors, have you consulted with Art Sound and 
Photo Access on the management of this so that staff and volunteers can access their 
workplace 
 
• How will parking be enforced? In particular there are still issues with people parking on 
the medium strips for smaller events which impacts the grass and trees and has created 
several trip hazards for pedestrians 
 
• How will access to Fitzroy Street be managed for residents and their visitors? There are 
reports that residents, and Manuka Arts Precinct users, have had to move the witches hat 
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themselves (potential OHS risk), justify why they are entering this ‘no go’ zone and ensure 
that the withes hats are replaced. Are they informed when their access will be inhibited 
 
• We appreciate there have been significant efforts for some of the big games in relation to 
parking officers issuing infringement notices but have heard reports of some residents 
receiving parking fines for being parked in their driveway entrances. How will this be 
addressed for future games, particularly if they have visitors who may not be able to get 
street parking on the day of a big game 
 
Other 
 
• What are the intentions for using the Servicemen's ground for entertainment or other 
uses? How will this be managed to have minimal impact on the residents in Fitzroy Street 
and Telopea Park in relation to noise, rubbish and lighting  
 
• How will the park and ride system and pedestrian traffic issues be managed for those 
returning to the Foreshore for example? The main concern is noise, safety and rubbish 
particularly as there may be Oval patrons under the influence  
 
• Are there any intentions to expand the use of the oval for anything other than sporting 
events 
 
• As stated earlier in the letter we would like to the know the Government’s intention for 
trying to secure additional big events, particularly night games 

  
Other concerns may be raised at a community meeting that has not yet been submitted to 
either the KBRG or the ISCCC. 
 
We would appreciate a quick response on the possibility of a community meeting noting we 
are less than a month from Christmas, and a considered response in relation to the issues 
listed above. 
 
Also if there is a working group for the Oval can we request that a community member be 
invited to be a member. 
 
Thank you for your time 
 
 
[Signed]      [Signed] 
 
 
Rebecca Scouller 
Secretary 
On behalf of Janet Hughes - President 
KBRG 

Gary Kent 
President  
ISCCC 

 


