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Canberra Services Club offer to buy RUC Barton site to go to vote 

The Canberra Times August 31, 2015 Kirsten Lawson and Tom McIlroy 

The ACT Rugby Union Club board has accepted an offer from the Canberra Services 
Club - homeless since a fire destroyed its Manuka premises in 2011 - to buy its club 
in Barton. 
The deal further complicates the controversial Manuka land swap plan engineered by 
Chief Minister Andrew Barr, in which the services club was to develop new premises 
in Manuka with Defence Housing Australia. 
The Manuka site is occupied by the Manuka Occasional Childcare Centre which 
the government is proposing to move to a new building near the Griffith shops, after 
abandoning plans for a move to the Telopea Park School tennis courts.  
ACT Rugby Union Club members are being asked to approve the sale of the Blackall 
Street, Barton, premises to the services club at a meeting on September 29. The 
Rugby Union Club would consolidate its operations at the Canberra North Bowling 
Club in Turner, after a merger in late-2014. 
Members have been told that contracts have been exchanged and a deposit paid, 
but are also being given "the opportunity to approve the offer" at the special general 
meeting.  
Planning approval is needed to transfer the lease, and the club says ministerial 
approval is needed "to extend consent for lease variation charge concession" to the 
services club. 
The Rugby Union Club told members that its Barton site had existed as a break- 
even operation for about a decade with very few surpluses available for use in new 
development.  
It amalgamated with Canberra North Bowling Club in November and changed its 
name to the Canberra North Bowling and ACT Rugby Union Club. 
Secretary manager Jeremy Wilcox said the club had been looking at redevelopment 
of its Barton site for the best part of a decade. 
"Nothing has really stacked up," he said.   
Parking was one of the big issues in Barton with the club relying on walk-past traffic, 
which was also falling. Members were told growing competition for hospitality in the 
inner-south and government departments moving were also factors.  
Recent efforts to introduce new incentives for patrons had failed and usage was 
down on Friday and Saturdays. 
The offer from the services club made sense for both parties, Mr Wilcox said, and he 
expected the membership to support the proposal. 
He would not disclose the sale price. 
Canberra Services Club president Dennis Gellatly could not be reached for comment 
on Monday night. 
The club conducted a feasibility study into redevelopment of the Barton site, the 
relocation, an overhaul of the existing operations and possible mergers with other 
Canberra clubs. 
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Club members are spread across the city's north and south, with 578 in Barton and 
Kingston and 697 in Turner and O'Connor. 
The board strongly recommended the sale of the Barton site as "the only viable 
solution to ensure the future of the RUC", members have been told. "The offer 
accepted by the board far exceeds any offer previously received." 
The Rugby Union Club would "remain as the home of rugby in the ACT, just under a 
different roof", it said. 
The completion of the sale will see the ACT Rugby Union Club formally wound up 
and the proceeds and any remaining assets transferred to the Canberra North 
Bowling and ACT Rugby Union Club, in keeping with the constitution 
and undertakings given to the ACT Gaming and Racing Commission.  


